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Brandon boy bashes beyond B-town’s boundaries, becomes big time baterista
Frank McGwire

Just be making my way through
life doing something I enjoy, which
takes me around the world, and lets
me meet incredible people, fans,
friends, and other musicians. It’s
become more about the experience
than the actual drumming.

HAPPENINGS
ON THE SCENE

Who are some of your
favourite drummers of all
time?
Jeff Porcaro of Toto is always
No. 1. He was such an important
session player, too. Then probably
Tommy Aldridge, Carlos Vega,
Matt Chamberlain, and a hundred
other session greats. I’m influenced
by someone new every day.

Frank McGwire is a radio
personality and booster of
the music scene in Brandon
and Westman.
» frank@kx96.astral.com

Since deciding to turn his love
of drumming into his full-time
profession,
he’s
played
hundreds of shows across
North America. His office is
behind the drum kit.
His day job is mostly
enjoyable at night, on stage,
laying down the groove and
keeping time to help make the
show happen.
For close to 25 years, he’s
toured or recorded with several
well known Canadian artists.
Now after all this time behind
the kit, Brandon’s Chris (Suds)
Sutherland is ready to do
something he’s never attempted
in his career — he’s recording
his first solo CD.
In this exclusive interview, we
discuss some of the highlights
in his career as a professional
musician.

Chris ‘Suds’ Sutherland plays at the Metal Works International Drum Show last year. (Courtesy Dale Benvenuto)

Minister of Plow

Frank: Some days it feels
like just yesterday when I was
a teenager jamming away on
my favourite rock tunes in my
folks’ basement. I can
remember when you took the
next step, though, and went to
M.I.T. How many years ago
was that now?
Chris: 1988. Yikes right?
Who are some of the more
notable bands you’ve worked
with, either through recording
or even tours of duty, in your
close to 25 years as a
professional musician?
I’ve been the drummer in the
Kim Mitchell Band since 1999. The
only album he’s made in that period
was when I was recording and
touring with Doc Walker so I have
yet to record with Kim. But I am
the longest serving drummer in his
band by almost three times the next
guy. As I said, I recorded in
Nashville and toured with Doc
Walker on the self-titled album that
was a breakthrough. I’ve also toured
with and recorded with prog-rock
legends Saga. These days, I’m also
playing with Jarvis Church of the
Philosopher Kings and occasionally
with Luke McMaster, also another
Brandonite. As well I’ve been doing
some recording with Lawrence
Gowan lately.

How many hours per week
do you play?
It varies greatly. I don’t actually
practise much these days. Just to
learn new songs for shows. The
amount I play is dictated by the
number of shows and sessions. I
play a lot, though. That being said,
rather than practising, I’m putting
in serious hours writing and
recording my own music and
producing other projects. So it’s nonstop work.
I`m told you`re handling the
lead vocal duties on your debut
album. How long have you
been a singing drummer?
I’ve always been a backup singer.
It makes you more valuable. I am
a reluctant lead singer, though, but
I’m pretty comfortable in the straight
up rock zone.

At left, ‘Suds’ in his CP Express days at Crocus Plains high school, circa 1984, holding the tools of his trade. Middle, at work in
his office, captured from backstage at an outdoor show with the Kim Mitchell Band in downtown Kingston, circa 2007. At right,
a photo shoot prior to a recent drum clinic in Toronto. (Submitted)

What do you feel was your
best recording experience?
The Doc Walker album in
Nashville and a few others, but I do
a lot of sessions. Every one is a new
challenge and I really thrive in that
environment. The stuff I have been
doing with Gowan is really cool but
I can’t really say much more about
that yet.
I remember your stint with
Doc Walker. This came after
so many years of working with
numerous rock outfits. How
was the transition to playing
country after laying down all
those rock grooves?
Truthfully, not much different.
Country now is loud and grooving
and Doc is really a live rock band
with country roots. It was a natural

transition. I sort of lead a double
life and have played with a lot of
country artists since.
Who are you working with
now?
A few Jarvis Church gigs but
mostly just gearing up for a big
summer with Kim Mitchell. There
will be some Manitoba gigs for sure.
Then various sessions and freelance
work. But really focusing on this
album of my own.
Where are you based out of
these days?
Toronto. I’ve lived in Toronto
long enough on and off, mostly on,
since the mid-’90s so that it really
feels like home to me now.
You’ve been doing more and

more drum clinics over the
past few years. How long have
you been doing those and what
is the most popular question
you get asked from aspiring
drummers at your clinics?
I started getting into clinics about
six years ago. Actually my first real
clinic was at Ted Good Music in
Brandon. It was really cool to come
back and do a hometown clinic for
my first one. Most of the questions
I get focus around how I work in so
many different styles and how to
network. It’s what my clinic is really
based on.
Every drummer or player
picks up some cool industry
slang over the years. One of
my favourites has always been
“gig juice” (when you’re

hopped up on adrenalin
before, during and after a gig)
— also known as “gig sweat”.
The new term you’ve used in
some recent interviews is
“plow sauce”. What are the
origins of this term?
I’m not really sure when it started
but it’s been a long running term in
the Kim Mitchell Band. We all say
it. Even the fans say it now. If
something is really rocking, it
“plows” or we call the gig “The
Plow”. It’s really about just going
out and making such an impact
that it “plows” everyone down. So
if you have the intention to rock,
you’re going to put some “plow
sauce” on it.
What is your favourite thing
about being a drummer?

You’re about to record your
first CD. Tell us about how
you arrived at the decision to
finally record your own after
all these years of playing on so
many others?
Well, I was in a bit of a writing
groove. I realized when I looked at
the folder on my computer that I
had all these two guitar rock songs.
“Plow” songs that fit together. Most
were from writing for other projects
and the songs didn’t make it on the
albums. These leftovers weren’t bad
songs, they just didn’t fit the style of
the project at the time. There was
enough for a whole album and they
had never been recorded properly. It
just sort of hit me. So I asked a few
friends if they thought it was a good
idea and they all kind of said, “It’s
about time!”
Do you have a working title
for the disc yet? Knowing you,
there’s probably a list of
possible titles.
Indeed. I wrote a song a few years
back called “Headphones” with my
friend Paul Yee. So the old rat pack
thing popped into my head and I
came up with “Ain’t That A Kick
In The Headphones” because it’ll
be all high-energy stuff for the most
part.
See ‘Big guitar plow’ — Page 4

TO SUBSCRIBE TO THE BRANDON SUN, CALL 204-727-0527 OR TOLL-FREE 1-877-786-2472
Manager’s
Pick of the
Week
Dave Brennan
Krevco Manager
Brandon

ENTER TO WIN

A Trip For 2 To The Mayan Riviera
with the purchase of a qualified
fireplace or fitness product

S AV E ! S AV E ! S AV E !

Blowout Prices!

Must make room for
Summer products
arriving now!

• Bowflex
• Progression
• Freemotion
Exclusive to Krevco

CONSUMER’S CHOICE AWARD 6 YEARS IN A ROW FOR
BEST SWIMMING POOL BUILDER
& HOT TUB RETAILER

1240 – 18th Street • Brandon, MB • (204) 728-9507 • www.krevco.com
Open Monday – Friday, 9 am - 6 pm • Saturday, 9 am - 5 pm

4 • COMMUNITY NEWS

THE BRANDON SUN • THURSDAY, MARCH 21, 2013

It’s all big guitar ‘plow’ on CD
« Cont’d from Page 1

Did you write all the songs?
Most of the tunes, yes. There are
two co-writes at this point but mostly
they are all my tunes. I am
considering adding a cover tune but
not sure about that yet. We’ll see
what ends up on the record.

The release date is loose but I do
going to be quite the list when we’re
plan on having it done by the end of
done. It grows every day.
May for sure to coincide with a drum
What musical genres are you clinic tour I’m booking. The album
is self-funded and crowd-funded.
covering on the album?
It’s all “plow” — big guitar rock There is a new trend of taking the
songs. Definitely a Cheap Trick-Foo power back from record labels and
Fighters-Jack White mix up going doing the release yourself. Funding
on in there, if that gives you any the album by launching a pre sale
screwy idea. There will be cool and contribution page on places like
rocking drumming, but it will not Kapipal and Kickstarter. Mine is on
be a muso shredder drum solo Kapipal and has incredible reward
album. I’m not really a fan of drum and incentive packages. The more
solos. I’m a fan of songs. So trying you donate to the making of the
album, the more cool stuff you can
to write great songs is the key.
get in on. It really does cost a fortune
Is there a statement you’re to make a record. Players, studio
making or a theme with these time, manufacturing — we’re not
all millionaire musicians. We’re just
songs?
Nothing more than establishing trying to keep the ship off the rocks
myself as more than a drummer and and create something cool. The help
getting these songs out in the world. of friends and fans is really needed
It’s always been more about music and appreciated.
Please check it out at:
than just drums. And as I said, the
www.kapipal.com/chrissutherland
theme would be “Plow”!

Who is all recording with
you?
Myself on drums and lead vocals;
I’ll also play a bit of keys and bass,
but nothing fancy. Gary Borden
from Sass Jordan’s band will play a
bunch of the guitar. We go way back
— he’s amazing and versatile.
Another longtime friend, Russ
MacKay, will be engineering and coproducing. He’s worked with
Tragically Hip, Gowan, Styx, and
Kim Mitchell. That will be the core.
Then there will be some amazing
guests: Dave Meros from prog rock
gods Spock’s Beard will play some
bass, Luis Espaillat from Eve To
Where are you recording the
Adam will also play some bass, and tracks?
Darren Savard from Dallas Green’s
Mostly at Russ MacKay’s killer
band has already tracked some studio, Blue Sound and Music in
guitar.
the Beaches in Toronto. Amazing
place with amazing vibe in an
That’s a pretty solid special incredible neighbourhood. Some of
guest list! Any other guest spots the guests will be tracking long
in the works? Let’s face it, distance by emailing files. I love
Chris, you’ve worked with lots technology these days. We can get
of people over the past 25 years. guys from California and Nashville
There will be more — and a to play tracks over night.
couple of big names, but I don’t want
to spill the beans until the tape has
Do you have a release date
rolled. I’m basically begging all my planned or subsequent touring
favourite musicians to help out. It’s in support of the disc?

Any parting words for
aspiring musicians?
More than ever, strike out on your
own. The Internet has changed the
game. With YouTube, Facebook,
Twitter, Kickstarter and more,
anybody can make it work. Look up
people like Amanda Palmer and Bob
Lefsetz and learn everything you can
from them. You just need to focus on
what YOU do, not what everyone
else is doing. Be true, original, and
work hard. Somebody will love what
you do. Thanks for your help and
support, Frank. Love to the
hometown!

HOW YOU CAN HELP WITH CHRIS’S SELF/CROWD-FUNDED CD
Visit www.kapipal.com/chrissutherland
Contributions through the site are secure and greatly appreciated.
l $1 or more Virtual Email High Five and the digital single emailed to you!
l $10 or more Digital copy emailed to you with pdf cover and liner notes.
l $20 or more CD mailed to you.
l $25 or more Personalized Signed CD or Digital Copy with signed postcard mailed to you.
l $35 or more PACKAGE ONE = Signed CD + personalized signed drumhead
l $50 or more Package One + signed signature model Pro-Mark sticks + Thank you by name in the

credits
l $60 or more Package One + Karaoke! You get a digital version of the album MINUS the instrument
you want to jam along with. No Lead Vocal, No Drums, No Guitar.. It’s your choice. + your name
in the credits listed as Karaoke Superstar!
l $100 or more Package One + drumstick and drumhead used on the recording signed by all the
players + Thank you by name in the cd credits
l $110 or more Package One + Guest list and meet and greet for 2 at a future Concert or Clinic
(Pending availability with artist and venue) + Name in the cd credits.
l $125 or more Package One + You appear in the video for the single “Headphones” (I have a plan
on how this is possible no matter where you live) + Name in the album credits
l $150 or more Package One + 1 hour Drum lesson in person (in GTA area or pending availability
on tour) or on skype+ Name in the cd credits.
l $160 or more Package One + FLY ON THE WALL. You plus a friend come by the studio for an
exclusive one hour hang to watch the recording of the cd. I’ll buy the Starbucks! (travel and
accommodations are responsibility of buyer)
l $200 or more Package One + SHAKE YOUR THANG!! You get to come by the studio for one
hour and play Tambourine on the single “Headphones” + get credit on the CD + and have a clip
appear in the video for “Headphones” + you keep the Gon Bops Tambourine!! Plus I’ll buy the Pizza
or Starbucks. (travel and accommodations are responsibility of buyer)
l $250 or more Package One + MORE COWBELL!! You get to come by the studio for one hour
and play cowbell on the single “Headphones” and recreate the famous “Workin’ For The Weekend”
Loverboy cowbell intro! + get credit on the CD + and have a clip appear in the video for “Headphones”
+ you keep the Gon Bops RED cowbell!! Plus I’ll buy the Pizza or Starbucks. (travel and
accommodations are responsibility of buyer)
l $400 or more Package One + you get the Kim Mitchell Band front bass drum logo drumhead off
my 2012 tour kit. Signed by the band! Presented in person at a KMB show. + 2 tickets to the show (
travel to show and accoms not provided )
l $500 or more Package One + an Autographed Sabian 18” or 19” Crash Cymbal used on the
recording! Presented in Person ( In the GTA or at a touring gig only) + 2 tickets to a gig or clinic
with Chris, or come by the studio to pick it up. (Pending artist and venue approval)
l $600 or more Package One + an Autographed Sonor Ascent Snare Drum used on the recording!
Presented in Person ( In the GTA or at a touring gig only) + 2 tickets to a concert or clinic with Chris,
or come by the studio to pick it up. (Pending artist and venue approval)
l $4,000 or more Package One + You get my Sonor Delite Drumkit used on the album and in the
making of video. 12” Tom, 13” Tom, 16” Floor Tom, 18” Floor Tom, 24” Bass Drum. With Sonor
Ascent Snare, Tom Mount Hardware, Floor Tom Legs, and Snare Stand. (GTA pick up or Buyer
Pays Shipping)
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING of Application for Subdivision and Amendment of
the City of Brandon Zoning By-law No. 6642
By-law No. 7056

Subdivision & Zoning Amendment

PROPOSAL: To subdivide 34

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING of Application for Conditional Use App and
Amendment of the City of Brandon Zoning By-law No. 6642
By-law No. 7047

“Schedule A”

lots and rezone 1660 –
34th Street (Pt. NE ¼ 9-1019 W.P.M.) from DR
Development Reserve
Zone to RSF Residential
Single Family Zone
PROPERTY: 1660 – 34th
Street (Pt. NE ¼ 9-10-19
W.P.M.)

PROPOSAL: To allow for a

Planned Unit Development
as per Section 16.2.3 of
the Development Plan and
to rezone 2405 Victoria
Avenue (Parcels A/B & D,
Plan 49547 BLTO) from EI
Educational Institutional
Zone to CAR Commercial
Arterial Zone and RMD
Residential Moderate
Density Multiple Family
Zone
PROPERTY: 2405 Victoria
Avenue (Parcels A/B & D,
Plan 49547 BLTO)

OWNER & APPLICANT:

Waverly Development Ltd.
DATE & TIME OF HEARING:

April 3, 2013, 7:30 PM
LOCATION:

Council Chambers,
City Hall, 410–9th Street,
Brandon, Manitoba

OWNER & APPLICANT:

Kirk Brugger
DATE & TIME OF HEARING:

April 3, 2013, 7:30 PM
LOCATION:

Council Chambers,
City Hall, 410–9th Street,
Brandon, Manitoba

What happens at the hearing?
At the time and date noted above, the Chairperson will ask
the applicant to speak about her/his application and then
members of the Planning Commission may ask questions.
After that, the “Chairperson will ask if anyone would like to
speak for or against the application. When the hearing is
concluded, there are no further chances for anyone to speak
to the Planning Commission.
Do I have to attend the hearing?
Your attendance at the Public Hearing is welcomed, however,
you are not required to attend. The applicant is required to
attend the meeting to present their proposal and answer
questions.
How do I object to the by-law if I need to?
If anyone objects to the by-law at the hearing, Planning
Commission advises Council of any objections. After the
hearing, the City of Brandon will send the objector(s) a notice
stating that they can appeal to the City of Brandon Council,
who will conduct their own hearing to decide whether the bylaw will proceed or not.
Why did I receive this notice?
or Why is this notice posted here?
To involve the public in the planning of our community, owners
of property located within 100 metres (328’) of the abovementioned property have received a copy of this notice. A

CITY OF BRANDON
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

421 – 9th Street, Brandon, MB R7A 4A9
Phone 204-729-2110
Fax 204-728-2406

notice is also posted on the property and in at least three
public places to make sure that residents who are not property
owners also know what is going on. This notice is also
advertised in the Brandon Sun twice.
Where can I get more information?
If you would like more information on this application, please
call the Planning Department at 204-729-2110. Copies of the
by-law and supporting material are available for inspection at
the City Clerk’s office at City Hall, between the hours of 8:30
a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
What if I have objections?
Objections can be raised in person at the public hearing or by
having written representation included in the application
package as outlined below.
What if I have something to say but can not attend the
hearing?
You may submit written comments to the Development
Services Division at least one week before the date of the
hearing. (Phone: 204-729-2214; Fax: 204-729-3235). Please
be advised that all correspondence received in conjunction
with, or as a result of, an application that requires council
approval becomes public information, therefore personal
information [such as names, addresses etc.] contained in the
correspondence is released in the public domain.

City of Brandon Planning & Building Safety Department
File #: Z-02-13-B & 4500-13-543
In accordance with Part II, Division 1 (Sections 163 through 171)
of The Planning Act (Chapter P80)

Please visit the City of Brandon website at www.brandon.ca

What happens at the hearing?
At the time and date noted above, the Chairperson will ask
the applicant to speak about her/his application and then
members of the Planning Commission may ask questions.
After that, the “Chairperson will ask if anyone would like to
speak for or against the application. When the hearing is
concluded, there are no further chances for anyone to speak
to the Planning Commission.
Do I have to attend the hearing?
Your attendance at the Public Hearing is welcomed, however,
you are not required to attend. The applicant is required to
attend the meeting to present their proposal and answer
questions.
How do I object to the by-law if I need to?
If anyone objects to the by-law at the hearing, Planning
Commission advises Council of any objections. After the
hearing, the City of Brandon will send the objector(s) a notice
stating that they can appeal to the City of Brandon Council,
who will conduct their own hearing to decide whether the bylaw will proceed or not.
Why did I receive this notice?
or Why is this notice posted here?
To involve the public in the planning of our community, owners
of property located within 100 metres (328’) of the abovementioned property have received a copy of this notice. A

CITY OF BRANDON
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

421 – 9th Street, Brandon, MB R7A 4A9
Phone 204-729-2110
Fax 204-728-2406

notice is also posted on the property and in at least three
public places to make sure that residents who are not property
owners also know what is going on. This notice is also
advertised in the Brandon Sun twice.
Where can I get more information?
If you would like more information on this application, please
call the Planning Department at 204-729-2110. Copies of the
by-law and supporting material are available for inspection at
the City Clerk’s office at City Hall, between the hours of 8:30
a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
What if I have objections?
Objections can be raised in person at the public hearing or by
having written representation included in the application
package as outlined below.
What if I have something to say but can not attend the
hearing?
You may submit written comments to the Development
Services Division at least one week before the date of the
hearing. (Phone: 204-729-2214; Fax: 204-729-3235). Please
be advised that all correspondence received in conjunction
with, or as a result of, an application that requires council
approval becomes public information, therefore personal
information [such as names, addresses etc.] contained in the
correspondence is released in the public domain.

City of Brandon Planning & Building Safety Department
File #: Z-09-12-B
In accordance with Part II, Division 1 (Sections 163 through 171)
of The Planning Act (Chapter P80)

Please visit the City of Brandon website at www.brandon.ca

